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never did 1 find evidence that she was taking either food
or drink. My interest finally mounted so high that I
approached the Maharaja of Burdwan* and asked him to
conduct an investigation. Astounded at the story, he
invited her to his palace. She agreed to a test and lived
for two months locked up in a small section of his home-
Later she returned for a palace visit of twenty days; and
then for a third test of fifteen days. The Maharaja him-
self told me that these three rigorous scrutinies had con-
vinced him beyond doubt of her non-eating state.'
"This story of Sthiti Babu's has remained in my mind
for over twenty-five years," I concluded. "Sometimes in
America I wondered if the river of time would not swallow
the yogini before I could meet her. She must be quite
aged now. f do not even know where, or if, she lives.
But in a few hours we shall reach Purulia; her brother has
a home there."
By ten-thirty our little group was conversing with the
brother, Lambodar Dey, a lawyer of Purulia.
"Yes, my sister is living. She sometimes stays with me
here, but at present she is at our family home in Biur."
Lambodar Babu glanced doubtfully at the Ford. "I hardly
think, Swamiji, that any automobile has ever penetrated
into the interior as far as Biur. It might be best if you all
resign yourselves to the jolts of a bullock cart."
As one voice our party pledged loyalty to the Pride of
Detroit.
"The Ford comes from America," I told the lawyer,
"It would be a shame to deprive it of an opportunity to
get acquainted with the heart of BengaJ!"
"May Ganesht go with you!" Lambodar Babu said,
laughing. He added courteously, "If you ever get there,
I am sure Giri Bala will be glad to see you. She is
approaching her seventies, but continues m excellent
health".
"Please tell me, sir, if it is absolutely true that she eats
nothing?" T looked directly into his eyes, those telltale
windows of the mind.
* H.H. Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, now dead.   His family doubt-
less possesses some record of the Maharaja's three investigations
of .Giri BaJa.
t "Remover of Obstacles," the god of good fortune.